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Reply to Office action of May 31, 2005 

Amendments to the Drawings : 

The attached five sheets of drawings include changes to 
Figs. 1; 2 and 3; 4, 5 and 6; 7 and 8; 9 and 10 correcting 
various informalities. These sheets, which include Figs. 1; 2 
and 3; 4, 5 and 6; 7 and 8; 9 and 10, replace the original sheets 
including Figs. 1; 2 and 3; 4, 5 and 6; 7 and 8; 9 and 10. Also 
attached are red- lined Annotated Sheets Showing Changes to Figs 
1, 2, 5, 7, and 9. 
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Remarks /Argument s 

1 . Introduction 

Applicants note with appreciation the finding of 
allowability of claims 1, 2, 4, 5 and 9-18. However, Applicants 
choose to prosecute the remaining claims: 19-25. In addition, 
Applicants have introduced new claims 26-36 to more clearly 
define the invention. No new matter has been introduced by way 
of these amendments. 

2 . Amendments to the Specification 

To have a more definite and clearly defined invention, 
Applicants have amended the written specification. The 
amendments were necessitated, in part, to overcome informalities 
identified in the Office action. For example, amendments to 
paragraph [0019] overcome informalities identified in the Office 
action with respect to reference signs W x and W 2 and associating 
reference numeral 3 0 with two differing elements in the drawings. 

Amendments to paragraph [0020] overcome informalities 
identified in the Office action with respect to associating 
reference numeral 30 with two differing elements in the drawings. 

Amendments to paragraph [0024] overcome informalities 
identified in the Office action with respect to associating 
reference numeral 3 0 with two differing elements in the drawings. 
Additionally, amendments to paragraph [0024] provide antecedent 
basis for the language employed in claim 19. 

Amendments to paragraph [0029] were to correct grammatical 
inconsistencies with respect to language associated with the term 
transport . 



Page 15 of 20 



Appl. No. 10/677,639 

Amdt. dated August 25, 2005 

Reply to Office action of May 31, 2005 

Amendments to paragraph [0033] correct grammatical 
inconsistencies in the language. 

Amendments to paragraph [003 6] overcome informalities 
identified in the Office action with respect to the drawings. No 
new subject matter has been introduced by these amendments. 

The Examiner's objection to the drawing as including the 
reference character 34c not being mentioned in the description-- 
see paragraph [0023] line 9. 

3 . Amendments to the Drawings 

The drawings were amended to overcome informalities 
identified in the Office action and by the Applicants. A red- 
lined version of the drawings indicating the changes is submitted 
herewith. Also submitted herewith are replacement sheets. 
Applicants request that the replacement sheets be entered upon 
approval of the amendments to the drawings. No new matter has 
been introduced by way of these amendments. 

4 . New Matter Rejection 

In the Office action, claims 19-25 were rejected pursuant to 
35 USC section 112, first paragraph as allegedly containing 
subject matter which was not described in the specification in 
such a way as to reasonably convey to one skilled in the relevant 
art that the inventors at the time the application was filed, had 
possession of the claimed invention. Specifically, it was 
alleged that the original disclosures fails to specify varying a 
composition of gases proximate to the viscous liquid to increase 
a transport of the gases in the viscous liquid. During a 
telephone conversation with the Examiner in charge of the 
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application it was pointed out that original claim 4 recited a 
claim limitation that included introducing a fluid into an 
atmosphere. It is contended that this clearly provides support 
for the limitation of claim 19 in which increasing transport of 
said gases in said viscous liquid is achieved by varying a 
composition of gases proximate to said viscous liquid. It is 
well known that claim limitations are given their ordinary 
meaning unless stated otherwise in the written specification. 
The term atmosphere is well know to include, inter alia, "the 
gases surrounding a celestial body, especially the one 
surrounding the earth." In the written specification, the term 
atmosphere is used to describe atmosphere 78 that is proximate to 
both template 2 6 and region 77 in which imprinting material 3 6a 
is disposed. See % [0026] . As a result, it was determined that 
the quantity of gases, such as air, trapped in imprinting layer 
34 formed from imprinting material 36a, was reduced. See U 

[0029] . Given the ordinary meaning of the term atmosphere and 
the described reduction of gases, such as air, in the imprinting 
layer, it would be understood by a person of ordinary skill in 
the art that atmosphere may include, inter alia, gases such as 
air. As a result of introducing gases, such as helium, carbon, 
dioxide and the like, into the atmosphere, it is seen that the 
composition of gases proximate to the imprinting material 

(viscous liquid) changes. Based upon the foregoing, Applicants 
respectfully contends that claims 19-25 do not recite new subject 
matter. 
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5 . Amendment to the Claims 

Amendments to the claims are merely to make more definite 
the invention. Considering that there has been no references 
cited against the claims, Applicants submit that none of the 
amendments to the claims were necessitated by prior art. 

6 . Information Disclosure Statement 

Applicants clarify the statements in the Office action with 
respect to the information disclosure statements filed 1 March 
2004 and 1 November 1004. In the Office action it is alleged 
that neither of the aforementioned information disclosure 
statements complied with 37 CFR 1.98(a) (3). As a result, the 
same have been placed in the application file, but the 
information referred to therein has not been considered. 
Reviewing the information disclosure statements, it appears that 
all of the information contained therein has been considered, 
excepting information associated with cite nos. A23, A24, B99, 
B116, B117, B118, B119, B120, B123 and B124 . With respect to 
B99, it appears that the reference was incorrectly identified. A 
subsequent information disclosure statement has been filed to 
bring B99 of record. 

The refusal to consider the information associated with cite 
nos. A23, A24, B116, B117, B118, B119, B120, B123 and B124, 
appears to arise from a misunderstanding of both the rules 
concerning foreign references and the instant facts before the 
United States Patent and Trademark Office. As summarized 
succinctly in the Office action, 37 CFR section 12.98(a) (3) 
requests a concise explanation of the relevance, as it is 
presently understood by the individual designated in 37 CFR 
section 1.56(c) most knowledgeable about the content of the 
information, of each patent listed that is not in the English 
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language . Therefore, there are two elements that must be 
satisfied before a concise summary is required. Firstly, the 
information must not be in the English language. Secondly, a 
person with the duty pursuant 37 CFR 1.56(c) must have knowledge 
of the relevance to the claimed invention of the non-English 
portions of the reference. 

With respect to references B119 and B120 a complete 
translation of the same has been provided which are identified as 
cite nos. B129 and B130, respectively. MPEP section 609 makes 
clear that the concise summary requirement of 37 CFR 1.98 is 
vitiated were an English translation of the reference submitted. 
See MPEP § 609 sub. A(3) p. 600-129. 

In addition the concise summary requirement of 37 CFR 1.98 
is considered satisfied upon submission of an English abstract of 
a reference. See MPEP § 609 sub. A(3) p. 600-129. The references 
associated with cite nos. B116, B117 and B118 all have English 
language abstracts associated therewith that have been filed in 
the application. See cite nos. B125, B126 and B127, 
respectively. 

With respect to the references associated with cite nos. 
A23, A24, B123 and B124, it is submitted that the only relevant 
portions of these documents known to a person having the duty 
pursuant 37 CFR section 1.56 are the figures. As the figures are 
not in a foreign language it is submitted that no concise 
explanation of the relevance of the reference is required. MPEP 
section 609 at page 600-124 makes clear that Ma]n information 
disclosure statement filed in accordance with the provisions of 
37 CFR 1.97 and 37 CFR 1.98 will be considered by the examiner 
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assigned to the application. Applicants request that the 
examiner consider these references pursuant to the rules. 

Applicants respectfully request examination in view of the 
remarks. A notice of allowance is earnestly solicited. 
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